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A SHORT NOTE ON VOCABULARY

Fandom = A group of fans centered around a specific fan object

• Fan objects can be anything from TV-shows and books to real life people

Fanfiction = Piece of fan-written fiction that centers around the characters or people from 
the fan object

• Also abbreviated as ‘fanfic’ and ‘fic’ à I will use these interchangably
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MOTIVATION AND BACKGROUND
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WHY DO PEOPLE WRITE FANFICTION?

• Research on fans and fanfiction is a 
traditionally qualitative and 
ethnographic endeavor 

• In recent years, computational analyses 
of fanfiction have gained traction

• However, these studies are focused on 
the texts as texts and less so on the 
people who produce it
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fan fiction loses its meaning if removed from its
context. Fan fiction thus offers insight into the fan 
community – its conversations, its tropes, and its

members’ discussions and concerns
- BUSSE,  2017

Research question: What can a large-scale analysis of fanficiton tell us about the motivation behind fanfiction writing?
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CORPUS COLLECTION AND
FEATURE EXTRACTION
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WHICH TEXTS?

A few starting criteria

• Text-based fandoms

• Well-established fandoms

• Source texts from the same genre

• No crossovers and only texts in English 
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WHICH METHOD OF ANALYSIS?

Biber’s Multidimensional Analysis 

• 6 dimensions of functional variation in the English 
language 

• These dimensions are based on groups of 
grammatical-semantic linguistic features

• A well-established method for comparing registers 
and genres 

• Creates an explicit link between form and function
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ANDREA NINI’S MULTIDIMENSIONAL ANALYSIS TAGGER 

500-token snippet

Tagged using MAT

Dimension scores 
calculated for each text
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THE FINAL CORPUS 
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STATISTICAL ANALYSIS

Three questions: 
1. How, if at all, do fanfics differ from their source material? 

2. How are fans’ reading preferences related to the dimension scores across groups?
3. What does that tell us about the motivation for writing fanfiction?

Answered using linear mixed effects models

• Explicitly models the fact authors might be repeating 

• Can account for imbalance in the data 

• Allows for modeling of interaction effects
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STATISTICAL ANALYSIS

How, if at all, do fanfics differ from their source material? 

Weights were added because of the imbalance in the data
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STATISTICAL ANALYSIS

How are fans’ reading preferences related to the dimension scores across groups?

=> Engagement metric = 
!"#$%
&'(%

∗ 100
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RESULTS
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RESULTS

No statistical differences 
across text types

However, fanfics look more 
similar than source texts
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RESULTS

LOTR
- Most informationally heavy, 

least conversational

PJ
- Least informationally heavy, 

most conversational

HP
- In between the two others
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RESULTS

Fans in general prefer
more conversational
stories
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RESULTS

Fans show community-
specific preferences for 
the features that set 
them apart from others
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CONCLUSIONS
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Fanfiction writing does not differ from the source material when it comes
to Biber’s functional dimensions of variation 

There does seem to be a general fanfiction style which the style of the 
source is super-imposed on 

Fans generally prefer here-and-now oriented stories that are less formal 
and informationally heavy 

Specific fandoms also show greater preference for the textual traits of 
the source texts that set them apart from other fandoms
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